
SOUTH CAROLINA VEHICLE 
REGISTRATION PROCEDURES 

 
Welcome to Fort Jackson, South Carolina. South Carolina law requires all vehicles remaining in the state for over 
thirty days to be registered and licensed by this state. However, if a soldier is not a legal resident of South 
Carolina and he owns a vehicle that is legally registered in another state, he does not have to comply with the 
requirement to register his vehicle in South Carolina.  Normally, persons registering a vehicle in South Carolina 
must first pay any personal property taxes due on the vehicle. Nonresident soldiers who wish to register their 
vehicles in South Carolina may avoid these taxes by taking a recent LES (showing the soldier's home state) and a 
copy of the orders stationing that solder in South Carolina to the local County Auditors Office. The local tax 
office will then provide the soldier a tax exemption form to take the Department of Motor Vehicles. 
 
If a nonresident soldier elects to register his vehicle in South Carolina the county auditor will send a bill for the 
personal property tax due on the vehicle each year the soldier remains in the state. In order to re-qualify for 
exemption from this tax, a soldier must again follow the procedures outlined in the preceding paragraph. 
 
If a nonresident soldier purchases a car in South Carolina, he may avoid paying sales taxes by completing a 
Nonresident Military Tax Exemption Certificate. These forms are available from the car dealer, the South 
Carolina Tax commission or the Client Services Division. A commissioned officer of higher rank in the soldiers 
chain of command (not an officer at the Client Services Division) must sign the form acknowledging that he has 
reviewed the soldier's records to verify that the soldier is not a resident of South Carolina and is stationed in 
South Carolina pursuant to military orders. The form does not require notarization. It is the soldier's 
responsibility to see that the forms are submitted in a timely manner. The exemption form should be returned to 
the automobile dealer as soon as possible, who in return must file the exemption form to the Department of 
Revenue within (10) days of the date of purchase. Remember, however, that only four-wheeled passenger 
vehicles and motor bikes may qualify for this exemption. Sales taxes on vehicles such as pick-up trucks will have 
to be paid. 
. 
If you live in Richland county, the address and telephone numbers of the county auditor are: Richland County 
Auditor's Office; 2020 Hampton Street, Columbia, SC, (803) 748-4955. If you live in another county, contact the 
South Carolina Tax Commission, Sales and use Tax Division, 301 Gervais Street, Columbia, South Carolina 
29214, (803) 737-5000. 
 
South Carolina requires that an automobile operating on its streets and highways be duly insured. This means that 
each vehicle must carry at least the minimum level of liability insurance: 
 $15,000 bodily injury to each person 
 $30,000 bodily injury to each person 
 $  5,000 property damage for each accident 
 
South Carolina also requires that motorists carry Uninsured Motorist Coverage.  The minimum levels of 
uninsured motorist coverage are the same as above. 
 
The South Carolina Highway Department issues a fine in the amount of $400.00 to any motorist caught driving 
after his automobile insurance has lapsed for five consecutive days.  In order for the motorist’s driving privileges 
to be reinstated, he must pay the $400.00 fine, and also pay a penalty of  $5.00 per day for each day he is 
uninsured. 
 
If there are any questions concerning these matters, you may contact the Client Services Division at 751-4287.  
Normal duty hours are from 0900 to 1600 hours each weekday.  Forms pick-up and notarizations are available on 
a walk in basis. 
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